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InfoSheet 

Calculating the EDACS for the WACHS Chest 
Pain Pathway 
 What is the Emergency Department Detection of Chest Pain Score? 
The Emergency Department (ED) Detection of Chest Pain Score (EDACS) is designed to be used by 
clinicians as part of a Chest Pain Pathway.  

It is suitable for use in patients with chest pain or other anginal-equivalent symptoms requiring evaluation 
for possible acute coronary syndrome. It aims to identify patients who may be potentially at low risk of 
acute myocardial infarction or other major adverse cardiac events (MACE) and thus appropriate for early 
discharge from the emergency department when combined with serial cardiac troponin-level testing and 
ECGs.  

This score only applies to patients:  
1. ≥ 18 years old with normal vital signs  
2. Chest pain consistent with Acute Coronary Syndromes (ACS)  
3. No ongoing chest pain or crescendo angina. 

The criteria for the calculation of the EDACS are set out in the score table below. They can also be found on 
MDCalc (mdcalc.com) and other on-line calculators. These sites also include pearls and pitfalls of use. 

Calculating the EDACS score 
  
 

Note: when taking the EDACS into 
consideration for risk stratification, 16 
is the defining score. Low risk is < 16 
and intermediate risk is ≥ 16 (refer to 
Section 6 of the MR1B WACHS Chest 
Pain Pathway form. 
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