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qSOFA (quick Sequential related Organ Failure Assessment) Tool 
 

The qSOFA is a simple screening tool endorsed by WACHS to identify adults with known or 
suspected infections who have or may have sepsis. 
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Suspected Infection in ADULTS

Unlikely sepsis:
Monitor and re-evaluate 
for possible sepsis if 
clinically indicated
• Observations as per 

Medical Officer 
orders, escalate as 
indicated by the 
MR140A A-ORC

• Re-evaluate for 
sepsis using qSOFA 
until diagnosis 
confirmed 

Likely sepsis:
• Escalate care to 

Senior Clinician (as 
per your local 
Clinical Escalation 
Process)

• Commence the 
MR1C WACHS 
Adult Sepsis 
Pathway and 
treatment as per the 
sepsis resuscitation 
guideline within the 
pathway

What are the signs of sepsis1 in 
adults?

• Fever and rigors
• Low body temperature
• Low or no urine output
• Tachycardia
• Nausea and vomiting
• Diarrhoea 
• Fatigue, malaise or generalised 

weakness
• Increased pain

NOYES

Use the qSOFA (quick Sequential 
related Organ Failure Assessment)
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2 or more of the above or clinical 
concern for sepsis?
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campaign)
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Consider:

• Cough/sputum/breathlessness
• Fall
• Representation within 48 hours
• Dysuria/frequency
• Recent surgery/cellulitis/wound 

infection
• High Risk Groups1:

• older Australians
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples
• patients with multiple 

comorbidities
• patients with indwelling 

devices
• patients with COVID-19
• immunocompromised 

patients
• pregnant women, both 

during pregnancy and 
following childbirth 

• cancer patients treated with 
chemotherapy

• sepsis survivors, previously 
diagnosed with sepsis
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